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Set during Irelandâ€™s devastating potato famine, a spellbinding novel of a young woman torn

between love for her family and duty to her English husband. Patrick Oâ€™Malley names his

newborn daughter Gracelin for the light of the sea that shines in her eyes. But when young Gracelin

is only six years old, her motherâ€™s untimely death drains joy and laughter from the Oâ€™Malley

clan. Â  At fifteen, Gracelin saves her family from financial ruin by marrying Bram Donnelly, the son

of a wealthy English landowner. But, even though Gracelin is Protestant, she is snubbed by English

high society for marrying above her station. To temporarily appease her husbandâ€™s cruel nature,

she intends to provide him with an heirâ€”but that, too, will end in sorrow. Â  As famine sweeps

Ireland, Gracelin openly defies her husband by feeding the desperate souls who come to their door.

In secret, she also sides with the rebels who call themselves the Young Irelanders. Led by Morgan

McDonagh and joined by Gracelinâ€™s beloved brother, Sean, the Irelanders are determined to

fight and free their homeland from the yoke of English rule. Â  A vivid chronicle of

nineteenth-century Ireland, the first volume of Ann Mooreâ€™s popular trilogy introduces a

courageous young heroine and movingly portrays an indomitable people as they struggle to survive

the infamous famine and the brutal civil war that arrived in its wake. Fans of gripping historical fiction

will love this â€œepic saga that sweeps you into the life of a remarkable womanâ€• (Romantic

Times). Â 
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This is perhaps the most inspirational book I've read so far this year. It makes me real glad that I am

not Gracelin O'Malley ~~ having to see my family and friends starve to a slow death in the great

famines of Ireland. I look at my rosy-cheeked chubby babies and thank the fate that I was born in

this century. This book haunts you and will transport you back into time. A time of love and death,

slavery and drudgery, of dreams and lost hope. And Gracelin O'Malley is a wonderful hero.Ann

Moore did an extensive research on this book ~~ looking through letters and journals to get the Irish

voice from that era. She has written of despair and fear so well, that you can picture the characters

vividly in Ireland. You can picture the huts and cottages, the men singing and the dancing ~~ the

fear in the tenants' eyes once they realize they can't pay rent on thier land. When Gracelin's

husband, the squire, beat her, you feel as if he was beating on all the Irish. You sense the deep

hatred the Irish feel for the English. Ann Moore has revived a period of history that I know very little

of. She has also sparked an interest to know more too.If you're looking at a novel that speaks of

love and honor, loyalty, dreams and despair, the fight between two countries, the courage to go on

despite all the death and disease ~~ if you're looking for a heroine like Gracelin who did not let

anything stop her from living life ~~ this book is it. You will not be disappointed.Also, this is one of

the most inspirational books you'll ever read. Don't fear, Moore didn't throw the biblical verses at

you every time you turn a page ~~ no, she picked out verses that inspire Gracelin and her family to

continue on despite the strife in their lives.
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